1394.]                     THE UNIVERSITIES.                        293

he was made a Cardinal by Gregory IX. in 1375; and, acting
as Papal Legate in Aragon at the time of the Great Schism, he
referred the question, of the legitimacy of the rival claimants
to the Papacy, to the University of Salamanca. The Council
decided in favour of Clement VII. (1387), and he was not
unnaturally inclined to favour so judicious an institution.
Pedro de Luna himself, who succeeded Clement as anti-Pope
in 1394, at once restored the Tercias (U13-1416), augmented
the professoriate, and established the universityl on so solid a
basis that it had no further need of either royal or ecclesiastical
protection.

Nor was it only by the great anti-Pope that Salamanca was
protected and encouraged. Henry III. gave substantial proofs
of his favour by grants, endowments and privileges, and this
royal patronage was continued by John II. It is only indeed
from the time of the royal grant of revenues of 1397, that the
income and independent existence of Salamanca can be said to
have been assured.- By the statutes, as reformed by Pope
Martin V. in 1422,3 the chief authority of the university, as
regards students and studies, corresponding more nearly to the
Master or Provost of an English College, was the Rector, elected
by the students voting in four "nations" or Turnos. The
Primicerio, whose position was not unlike that of the Chancellor
of an English university, was elected by the Clausira-general
or Senate, over which he presided. The Bedel was an officer
de probada hidalguia, who seems to have had proctorial powers
and a general superintendence over the conduct of the
students ; and the Maestrescuelas, who was afterwards called the
Chancellor, was the chief teaching authority. Of the faculty of
theology only was there a titular Dean, and the academic
hierarchy was composed of rector, doctors, masters, licentiates,
bachelors and students.

After a brief course of attendance at lectures and hi chapel,
and a certificate of good conduct from the Bedel, the student
delivered a set oration, and was admitted a bachelor. After

1 Vicente de Lafuente, Hist. Univ., i., chap. xx. ; Chacon, Hist, de la Uni-
versidad de Salamanca, in MS.    No less than eight Bulls were directed by
Benedict XIII. in favour of the University of Salamanca.   V. de Lafuente, op. cit.,
i-. 193-

2 Vicente de Lafuente, i., 181.    See generally  Tabla de los privilegio* y
confirmaciones que el estudioy Unvuersidad de Salamanca ha tenido de los Reyes de
Castilla.   Parchment MS., p. 57; Brit. Mus. Eg., 1933 ; Press, 523, H.

3 Given in  Lafuente, Hist, de las Universidades, Appendix ix., pp. 323-6.
Modified by Eugenius IV. in 1431.